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INTRODUCTION 

 

Being the noblest profession, agriculture has spread its glory to thousand 

realms. The sector owns popular tag like the “backbone of Indian economy”, “heart 

of food security” and “pillar of natural resource conservation”. To make the sector 

more attractive, it must provide an earning to support lives of those who do farming 

while ensuring community health food safety and environmental security. The 

farming has to be viable and economic. Agriculture sector should pave a way to wipe 

out unemployment menace among the youth. These are newer challenges confronted 

by decision makers and educational researchers. Explication of these challenges 

invariably requires a cradle of well-equipped and technically sound agriculture 

professionals. An initiative to resolve and meet these requirements came out in the 

form “Rural Awareness Work Experience” (RAWE) programme for final year B. Sc. 

(Ag.) Hons. students of Indian agricultural universities after the recommendation of 

Randhawa Committee (1992). After many years of successful running of the 

programme, the 5thDean’s Committee of ICAR revised the syllabus and 

recommended to implement student READY programme.  

 

Student READY Programme 

The student READY (Rural Entrepreneurship Awareness Development 

Yojana) programme is a new initiative of Indian council of agricultural research to 

reorient graduates of agriculture and allied for ensuring and assuring employability 

and develop entrepreneurs for emerging knowledge intensive agriculture. This 

programme will help in building confidence, skill and acquire Indigenous Technical 

Knowledge (ITK) of the locality and thereby, preparing the pass out for self-

employment. This programme includes five components i.e., experiential learning, 

Rural Awareness Work experience, In-Plant Training/Industrial attachment, Hands-

on training (HOT)/ Skill development training and Student’s project. All these 

components are interactive and are conceptualized for building skills in project 

development and execution, decision making, individual and team coordination, 

approach to problem solving, accounting, quality control, marketing and resolving 

conflict, etc. with end to end approach. This programme will be very useful and 

beneficial to the B.Sc. (Ag.) Hons. students in gaining the competence for 

entrepreneurship development and will play key role in overall personality 

development. 


